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other Federal agencies with relevant
expertise during the preparation of the
environmental document. As soon as
feasible after preparation of the envi-
ronmental document, the responsible
official shall make the document avail-
able to the Council on Environmental
Quality, Department of State, and
other appropriate officials. The respon-
sible official with assistance from OIA
shall work with the Department of
State to establish procedures for com-
municating with and making docu-
ments available to foreign nations and
international organizations.

§6.404 Lead or cooperating agency.

(a) Lead Agency. Section 3-3 of Execu-
tive Order 12114 requires the creation of
a lead agency whenever an action in-
volves more than one Federal agency.
In implementing section 3-3, EPA
shall, to the fullest extent possible, fol-
low the guidance for the selection of a
lead agency contained in 40 CFR 1501.5
of the CEQ regulations.

(b) Cooperating Agency. Under Section
2-4(d) of the Executive Order, Federal
agencies with special expertise are en-
couraged to provide appropriate re-
sources to the agency preparing envi-
ronmental documents in order to avoid
duplication of resources. In working
with a lead agency, EPA shall to the
fullest extent possible serve as a co-
operating agency in accordance with 40
CFR 1501.6. When other program com-
mitments preclude the degree of in-
volvement requested by the lead agen-
cy, the responsible EPA official shall
so inform the lead agency in writing.

§6.405 Exemptions and considerations.

Under section 2-5 (b) and (c) of the
Executive Order, Federal agencies may
provide for modifications in the con-
tents, timing and availability of docu-
ments or exemptions from certain re-
quirements for the environmental re-
view and assessment. The responsible
official, in consultation with the Direc-
tor, Office of Federal Activities (OFA),
and the Assistant Administrator, Of-
fice of International Affairs (OIA), may
approve modifications for situations
described in section 2-5(b). The respon-
sible official, in consultation with the
Director, OFA and Assistant Adminis-
trator, OIA, shall obtain exemptions
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from the Administrator for situations
described in section 2-5(c). The Depart-
ment of State and the Council on Envi-
ronmental Quality shall be consulted
as soon as possible on the utilization of
such exemptions.

§6.406 Implementation.

(a) Owversight. OFA is responsible for
overseeing the implementation of these
procedures and shall consult with OIA
wherever appropriate. OIA shall be uti-
lized for making formal contacts with
the Department of State. OFA shall as-
sist the responsible officials in car-
rying out their responsibilities under
these procedures.

(b) Information exchange. OFA with
the aid of OIA, shall assist the Depart-
ment of State and the Council on Envi-
ronmental Quality in developing the
informational exchange on environ-
mental review activities with foreign
nations.

(c) Unidentified activities. The respon-
sible official shall consult with OFA
and OIA to establish the type of envi-
ronmental review or document appro-
priate for any new EPA activities or
requirements imposed upon EPA by
statute, international agreement or
other agreements.

PART 7—NONDISCRIMINATION IN
PROGRAMS OR ACTIVITIES RE-
CEIVING FEDERAL ASSISTANCE
FROM THE ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION AGENCY
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